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     The Harvest is Ripe 

     In John 3:16 the Bible conveys 

God’s love for the whole world includ-

ing the Middle East, North Africa and 

all the remaining unreached people 

groups.  The past few months have wit-

nessed unimaginable revolution across 

the Middle East and North Africa as 

never before. Thousands have died  and 

governments toppled. The youth cry  

for democracy however they are mis-

taken in believing democratic govern-

ance will solve their current problems. 

Only Jesus can provide the true answer 

to freedom. 

     Long before the revolution, Haggai 

had prophesied: “I will shake all na-

tionsò, Hag 2:6-8. The Middle East 

Revolution is part of the great shaking 

of the nations that was prophesied.  

 The church must gear up for this 

incredible harvest. Solomon in his wis-

dom wrote: “He who sleeps during har-

vest is a disgraceful son.ò Pr 10:5.  All 

able hands are expected and needed at 

such a time as this. 

     We must pray for bold and courageous 

labourers that will enter these harvest 

fields.  Jesus in a similar situation spoke, 

“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 

send out workers into his harvest field", 

Mt 9:37f.  Jesus told them to lift up their 

eyes and see the reality of the global har-

vest.  ñDo you not say, óFour months 

more and then the harvest'? I tell you, 

open your eyes and look at the fields! 

They are ripe for harvest.ò Jn 4:35-36. 

     The Psalmist also stressed the impor-

tance of harvesting the nations through 

prayer: “Ask of me, and I shall give thee 

the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 

uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos-

session.ò Ps 2:8.  We can become the 

answer to our prayers by relocating to 

where the needs are greatest. Oswald J. 

Smith argued, there is no reason why 

some should be hearing the gospel over 

and over while others have not heard  

about Him even once. 

     One of the tools generating the current 

revolution is the social media. Youth are   

exploring and utilizing social networks 

such as You Tube, twitter, face book, 

etc. to keep informed, bond and share 

ideas.  We still have very limited Chris-

tian materials on the net for contextual-

ised ministry. The few that exist are 

yielding very positive results and we 

need to rise to this challenge. 

     Finally, the church needs to adjust 

her missions budget in prioritizing the 

most Gospel needy areas.  Ministry to 

such places are capital and labour inten-

sive due to the havoc of violence and 

war.  However rehabilitation ministries 

could touch the unreached people in 

these nations holistically in a significant 

way.  This means the church would have 

to give more in order to deploy mission-

aries to these difficult and indeed harsh 

places.  

     May we arise as Christ’s faithful har-

vesters, count the cost and take advan-

tage of this season for sowing the Gos-

pel in the Middle East and North Africa. 
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